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are owned by the Turkish Minister of Marine, but is op-
erated under a concession granted a half century ago to
an Italian national but later taken over by Ragil Pasha
who in 1917 gave a ten-year lease to a German firm. The
petroleum fields, which are said to be the most valuable
in central Asia Minor, are reported to be owned in part
at least by the heirs of the Sultan Abdnl Hamid. Tlieir
present status is further complicated by secret agree-
ments and the mandatory pro-visions in a region where at
present a foreign mandatory power exercises political
jurisdiction. Further information regarding minerals
appears in the chapter devoted to that subject. Outside
capital continues to take a keen interest in the exploita-
tion of both worked and, at present, nnworked deposits.
Turkey in 1914 was mainly an agricultural and pastoral
country. Therefore the most widespread opportunities
for foreign investment relate primarily to the growing
of crops such as cereal, cotton, tobacco, fruits and prod-
ucts of the vine, as well as pastoral products connected
with the raising of goats, sheep, horses and poultry. The
Mesopotamia and Koaia irrigation projects, still in their
very early stages, are indicative of what large rewards
await foreign capital provided the country remains quiet
for a period of years. The valley of the Jordan has rich
possibilities in this respect. A notable future awaits the
growing of eotton in Mesopotamia and Cilicia, wheat in
Konia and Sivas, tobacco along tlie coast of Anatolia,
figs, dates, raisins, and nuts in western Asia Minor and
Mesopotamia, silk and fruits in Syria and Palestine, woo!
in the Angora district, etc. The reputed fertility of Asia
Minor is no myth. No wonder that the geographer
Hogarth has characterized Anatolia as one of the garden
spots of the world.
Industrial establishments in Turkey are almost non-
existent. There are a few flour mills, tanneries, rug and
earpet works, cotton and woolen mills, and cotton oil

